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March 28, 2022
Dear CLASS Award Selection Committee,

| am writing to heartily recommend professor and actor Bob Hess for the CLASS Award at the
University of North Texas.

| am the author of the play | AM MY OWN WIFE, which Bob performed brilliantly under truly
adverse circumstances. Covid derailed plans for a live production, but - in concert with the
Water Tower Theater in Dallas - Bob was able to perform it as a streamed event instead.
Arguably, this made the piece available to an even wider audience. As a result, Bob was able to
spread the play’s message of tolerance and understanding to anyone with access to a computer
mouse.

The play has been performed in thirty-three countries around the globe, and I've had the great
fortune to see it many, many times. But Bob gave one of the most nuanced, accomplished, and
heartfelt performances that | have experienced. The role is a challenging one; the play tells the
tale of Charlotte Von Mahlsdorf, an elderly trans-person residing in East Germany, who
survived both the Nazis and the Communists despite —and because of — her iconoclastic,
individual spirit. In embodying her story, the actor is required to play over thirty-five
characters, who range in nationality from German to Japanese to Indian. Bob brought all of his
talent to bear upon my script, creating each role with great specificity and skill. His work
received acclaim in all of the major press outlets, and more than one critic suggested it was the
high-point of an already very distinguished, much-admired career.

In preparation for the play, Bob went to tremendous lengths. He spent a few days with me in
New York City, interviewing me about Charlotte and reviewing some of my research materials.
His skills as an academic — as well as an actor — ensured his portrayal would be an accurate one.

In our seemingly progressive era, Trans rights seem to be the last frontier. In our own country,
certain politicians are intent on reversing meaningful legislation on LGBTQ+ rights, often
targeting specifically trans-individuals. And on an international level, trans-people still suffer to
an inordinate degree; as | write this, the stories coming out of Ukraine are truly mortifying.
Bob’s luminous, vivid work in | AM MY OWN WIFE represents one man’s heroic effort to impart
greater understanding and compassion and to the entire LGBTQ+ community.

Respectfully,
Doug Wright
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