
To whom it may concern, 

 Hello, my name is Patrick Britton. I am a professional actor based in Dallas and a graduate of the 

Department of Dance and Theatre at The University of North Texas. It has come to my attention that Bob 

Hess’ mid-term review for Tenure at UNT is coming up. I wanted to take the time to elaborate on my 

experience with Bob and show why this man is a necessity to the department. 

 I had Bob Hess as my professor for Acting for the Camera, and afterwards, I was his TA for that 

very same class the next semester. Before having Bob as a professor, I had a good experience with my 

other performance classes, but I always felt something was missing. I learned so much during my time as 

a theatre student, but I often felt like my style of approaching acting wasn’t being refined. We had 

learned the classic styles of acting and approaches to performance during classes like fundamentals, 

realism, theatre voice, etc. Like many other actors, I started to take what worked for me out of 

everything I learned and applied it to my work. However, I feel like there were times I struggled during 

certain points of classes because there was a disconnect between what we would be doing and my style 

of acting. I felt that some professors, while they respected my approach, didn’t know how to properly 

foster it. This kept happening until I had Bob as a professor. 

 One of Bob’s greatest strengths as a professor and educator is his dedication to teaching his 

students in a way that works best for them individually. He takes the time to get to know his students on 

a personal level and finds ways to get them to do some of their best work. Bob is able to nurture growth 

in his students in a way that fits them individually. He had done this for me, and it is because of the work 

we did in class and his teaching that I have the tools I need to succeed in my job today. The acting for the 

camera class that he offers gave me such an amazing foundation for my work, and his personalized 

coaching during this class pushed me beyond what I thought I was capable of. It’s because of what I 

learned while studying under Bob that I was able to book my first SAG contract on a major motion 

picture this year. Bob not only gives his students the tools to succeed, but he personalizes these 

teachings so that every one of his students is set up to thrive. He is also willing to go the extra mile to 

help his students after graduation, whether it be writing a letter of recommendation or helping a newly 

graduated actor get an interview with a high-end talent agency. 

 I think it also goes without mentioning that Bob’s passion for this profession bleeds into his 

teaching, and subsequently into his students as well. His excitement and fervor may be matched by 

other professors, but Bob’s is uniquely infectious. It breathes life into his classes and lectures, making 

them interesting and engaging. I could not name another class where every student would participate in 

a lecture like Bob’s classes. 

 It is funny to think of the UNT theatre department without Bob Hess, not because he’s been 

there for some time, but because I truly believe he is a part of the heart of the department. Without 

him, students would be robbed of an industrial-grade mentor whose knowledge and passion make them 

the textbook example of what a great theatre professor should be. Bob is still such an instrumental part 

of many students’ lives, current and former, and I hope he gets to stay that way for many years to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

Patrick Britton 


