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It is a pleasure to write this peer review for Assistant Professor Bob Hess. Prof. Hess has
volunteered several times to teach a mock musical theatre dance audition in my class.

As a professional actor, he uses his experience to structure the audition. He explained what a
dance call is and how it differs from an acting or singing callback. During questions from
students, an enthusiastic discussion ensued regarding proper attire, shoes, and mental
readiness.

Bob’s teaching style is direct, clear and challenging. He makes learning the dance incredibly
fun. Pointing out corrections to individual students regarding the movements or gestures. He
also didn’t shy away from addressing the stamina necessary for musical theatre performance.

Bob choreographed a dance combination for a mock Hairspray audition to the song “You Can’t
Stop the Beat.” The choreography was simple yet effective. Any student would be able to
complete the movements and most were able to fill the choreography with emotional
investment and gesture.

The dance combo was taught in sections. Bob clearly articulates the movement verbally and by
dancing it himself. His ability to do what he is teaching impresses and the students are glued to
his demonstration. Measure by measure, he put the sections of the song together. Then small
groups were asked to perform the audition section of the song for the “director.” This meant
that the students not only had to perform the choreography but embody the intention of the
lyrics as well.

After their final “audition,” everyone gathered to discuss the experience. Bob assisted the
students in focusing their understanding of the experience. And provided suggestions for ways
to improve competency.

Prof. Hess’ class content was invaluable and essential to the course. He provided appropriate
context and background and was a master of the subject matter. His class organization was
clear and effective. His teaching style creates a focused light mood where everyone may
succeed. The class was paced effectively for a senior level class.

The class | observed demonstrated great teaching skill, and an excitement for the subject
matter that was infectious.
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