SD 1 l l MEADOWS SCHOOL
» | OF THE ARTS

University of North Texas
Department of Dance and Theater
1155 Union Circle

Denton, Texas 76203

Members of the Committee:

I write to enthusiastically endorse Bob Hess for promotion to Associate Professor of
Acting and Voice at the University of North Texas. Having had the privilege of working
closely with Bob for several years, I have witnessed firsthand his exceptional skill as an
actor, his collaborative and generous spirit as a colleague, and his dedication and
continued passion for teaching.

Bob’s decades of experience across various mediums, including film, television, stage,
radio, and voiceover work, provide him with a rich and diverse perspective that greatly
enriches both his acting and teaching. In the rehearsal room, his ability to effectively
communicate complex concepts, coupled with his nurturing and supportive demeanor,
has earned him the respect and admiration of our entire company. His is a steady,
focused presence that sets a bar for professionalism in the room, and his years of
practical experience has given him the ability to successfully tackle every genre — from
the most intimate of dramas to the highest stylistic challenges of farce.

Bob's unwavering commitment to his craft shines through in his relentless pursuit of
excellence, exemplified by his participation in the esteemed Lunt-Fontanne Fellowship
Program. This groundbreaking initiative, a cornerstone of American theatre, annually
selects 8-10 of the nation's most accomplished regional-theatre actors for an immersive
weeklong master class and retreat led by renowned master teachers. Bob's
transformative experience during the 8-day immersion at Ten Chimneys, collaborating
closely with Broadway luminary Jerry Zaks, not only refined his skills as an artist but
also enriched his capacity as both an educator and a practitioner. As a fellow
participant, I was struck by Bob's effortless grace and confidence in the presence of
esteemed colleagues. There was no hint of rivalry or self-doubt; rather, he approached



the opportunity with humility and a keen desire to absorb wisdom from the best in the
field, standing tall among them.

While I haven't had the opportunity to observe Bob's teaching directly in the classroom,
we've engaged in extensive discussions about teaching methodologies and pedagogy in
our dressing room. Through these conversations, it's evident that Bob possesses the
qualities of a remarkable educator - he is precise yet empathetic, forward-looking,
adaptable to the evolving needs of contemporary students, and uniquely positioned to
offer insights informed by his ongoing experience as a working actor.

It is without reservation that I recommend Bob Hess for promotion and tenure. His
unwavering dedication, exceptional talent, and profound impact on both his students
and the institution make him an invaluable asset to the University of North Texas. I
am confident that he will continue to excel in his role and contribute significantly to
the advancement of your department for many years to come.

Please feel free to contact me if you require any further information.

Sincerely,

LR

Blake Hackler

Professor

Chair/Head of Acting, Meadows School of the Arts
Southern Methodist University

jhackler@smu.edu
347-524-5783
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