
UNT, 


I couldn’t be more honored to be writing this testimonial for my college professor, mentor, and 
friend - Bob Hess.


Briefly I’d like to mention that I’m a proud alumni from UNT, currently living in New York City 
enjoying a fruitful career in the entertainment industry and as a touring motivational speaker. 
I’ve performed on screen and stage professionally for the last 15 years and I’ve written,  
produced, and directed for programs on Netflix, ABC, and Carnegie Hall, respectively. 


I say that to say this, I absolutely would not be where I am today without the influence, 
education, and mentorship that I received from Professor Hess at the University of North Texas. 
Since I first took his class I haven’t ceased crediting him with my professional success, also 
Bob is the main reason I recommend the UNT theatre department to students when I speak at 
their schools - in an industry where so many of my colleagues went to conservatories and 
received broadway caliber training and mentorship for their college experience, Bob is my 
example of how I received anything remotely close to that at UNT. 


Although I could type for pages, I’ll try to wrap it up. As far as having a professor who provided 
his students with the training necessary to be hirable in one of the most difficult industries to 
work in, Bob is that professor. He held us to a professional standard, challenged us to grow 
and improve exponentially in his class, and also provided a top class example of what it means 
to be a good person and an excellent pro. Among the community of professional theater 
makers in the DFW, Bob has the respect and admiration of them all. It has truly benefitted my 
life to have had Bob’s name on my resume and his teachings in my repertoire. 


I hope he continues to get the recognition and benefits he deserves, Bob is truly the greatest 
teacher I’ve ever had. 

 
Thank you for your time.


-Matt Ransdell Jr.


